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New Bedford City Fruit Initiative Gets Going 

 
State Representative Bill Straus (D - Mattapoisett) and the Southeastern MA Food Security 
Network have launched the New Bedford City Fruit initiative, in partnership with the 
Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources , and the City of New Bedford. 
 
The City Fruit project will provide harvested fresh food to food pantries from volunteer 
residents who give access to the fruit trees growing on their property. 
 
Seed funding for City Fruit is provided in the State Budget as a result of a budget earmark 
obtained by Representative Straus. Straus was inspired by the innovative Seattle urban fruit 
program " City Fruit" and worked with the Massachusetts Department of Agricultural 
Resources to secure funding to develop a similar initiative in the New Bedford area.  
 
“The monies expended for the establishment and administration of a “City Fruit” initiative 
within the New Bedford region will assist tree owners grow healthy fruit, provide assistance in 
harvesting and preserving fruit, encourage the sharing of extra fruit and work to protect urban 
fruit trees”, said Rep. Straus. The program is being overseen by the Food Security Network as 
one of its many projects to confront the problem of hunger. 
 
The mission of New Bedford City Fruit is to promote food security through maintaining 
historical connections with the cultivation of urban fruit in order to nourish people, build 
community, and encourage a healthy climate. Members of the public are encouraged to help 
out by offering their time and/or access to an underutilized fruit tree or grapevine. 
 
"Urban fruit is an underutilized agricultural resource in our community," said Stephanie 
Reusch, Coordinator of the Southeastern Massachusetts Food Security Network. "The New 
Bedford City Fruit program will help towards building city-wide, food security infrastructure, 
support nutritionally important food systems, and strengthen community ties." 
 
New Bedford City Fruit is partnering with both New Bedford's Department of Public 
Infrastructure, Forestry Division through mentorship of the city's arborist Chance Perks as a 
project advisor, along with the city's Department of Parks, Recreation, and Beaches with the 
many, current public fruit tree resources throughout the city and investment in a future 
orchard.  



 

 
“The Department of Public Infrastructure maintains the backbones of many of the city’s 
systems, and access to food security and public agricultural resources is also an integral part 
of this,” said Chance Perks. “The overall focus of New Bedford City Fruit is building city food 
security and infrastructure. New Bedford has a rich history of its residents growing food in 
their backyards and we think it is also important to truly tap into the potential of our 
community, to share stories, family knowledge, and history of fruit and gardening production.” 
 
Goals for the program's first year include mapping and identifying accessible public urban fruit 
infrastructure and orchards growing fruit, along with outreach to document the many private 
urban fruit resources, food culture stories, and agricultural traditions by interviewing local New 
Bedford area residents. The city's fruit infrastructure data and mapping will be available for 
residents, along with educational resources focused on growing healthy fruit, and will help 
provide assistance with harvesting public and private trees to promote the sharing of extra 
fruit. Fruit donated from the efforts of the New Bedford City Fruit initiative will help to build up 
the city's food security efforts, by being donated to local New Bedford food pantries. The 
program will also host a yearly community harvest event to connect residents who take part in 
being interviewed or donating fruit, along with volunteers and others involved. 
 
Have fruit trees in your yard or neighborhood? New Bedford residents are encouraged to 
contact the New Bedford City Fruit Community Outreach Assistant, John Callahan at 
communityoutreach@semafoodsecurity.com , and find more information at 
http://semafoodsecurity.com/. 
 
 
The Southeastern Massachusetts Food Security Network  is a coalition of food pantries, farms, 
foundations, and social service agencies working together to promote local food security: “a 
situation in which all community residents obtain a safe, culturally acceptable, nutritionally 
adequate diet through a sustainable food system that maximizes community self-reliance and 
social justice.” The Network was formed in 2011 to address food security issues in the region, 
including emergency food access and distribution, nutrition education, and local sustainable 
agriculture. The Network provides a space for participants to collaborate, share, and match 
goals and expertise. We build on the strengths of each partner to effectively support a diverse 
and healthy local food system. The Southeastern Massachusetts Food Security Network is 
fiscally sponsored by the YMCA SouthCoast. 
 
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION 
 
Contact: Joyce Bettencourt, New Bedford City Fruit Communications Assistant, (410) 
656-9232, joyce@semafoodsecurity.com  
 


